
  

 

 

Date:  December 3, 2021 

Minutes prepared by  Megan M. DeSchepper, AICP, Principal Planner 

Location:  Teams Virtual Meeting 

Attendance  

ATP Board Members:  Bob Byrnes, Rollie Nissen, Mic VanDeVere, Doug Krueger, Sam Muntean, Gary 

Johnson, Joe Wilson, Jeff Marlowe, Tiffany Collins, Susann Karnowski, Jon Huseby, Mark Larson, Lindsey 

Bruer, and Todd Broadwell. 

ATP Board Members Absent: Bill Pauling. 

ATP Guests:  Representative Paul Torkelson, Representative Dean Urdahl, Dawn Hegland, Brianna 

Sanders, Nick Bergman, Jason Anderson, Jeff Filipek, Kyle Ten Napel, Dan Coughlin, John Brunkhorst, Jeff 

Bommersbach, Andy Sander, Ted Nelson, Phil Schmalz, Eric Day, Cathleen Ammick, Nick Leske, 

Rosemary Bruce-White, Mel Odens, Mike Amborn, John Rodeberg, Brittany Schmalz, Kent Exner, Jeremy 

Gilb, Aaron Backman, Mandi Schmidt, Mel Odens, Tony Pfau, Megan DeSchepper, Bill Knofczynski, 

Patrick Weidemann, Eryca Dinsdale, Tom Cherverny, and Sandra Schlagel.  

Welcome & Introductions (Bob Byrnes) 

• Introductions were conducted. 

Please Note: All handouts can be found at the ATP 8 website under the December 3, 2021 meeting:  

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/atp/meetings.html 

Approval of October Minutes (Bob Byrnes)  

• Bob noted a typo of Mr. Huseby’ s name in the DE Update of minutes. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Nissen, seconded by Mr. VanDeVere, to approve the minutes from 

the October meeting with correction as noted.  The motion carried. (see minutes online) 
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STIP Amendment (Tony Pfau)  

• Tony presented a Formal STIP amendment for a project in Redwood County on CSAH 1, Project # 

064-601-014, for a project cost increase from $574,555 to $1,076,450.  The increase was due to 

an updated design estimate.  The Federal Funds portion remains the same and the increase will 

be covered by locals to maintain fiscal constraint.   This amendment required action between 

ATP meetings so was approved via e-mail on November 3, 2021 by the ATP.   (see handout on 

website for details.) 

TA LOI Submittals Update (Megan DeSchepper) 

• Megan gave an update that District 8 received two Transportation Alternatives Letter of Interest 

submittals that are being recommended for full applications.  The City of Marshall and City of 

Montevideo are both proposing trail improvement projects.   

Local Road and Bridge 2026 Solicitation (Todd Broadwell) 

• Todd shared that the Local Road and Bridge Solicitation just closed this week.  There were 8 

applicants with combined project total of $14M, so the Committee will now initiate the 

selection process to recommend the projects for the $4.7M in available funds.    

District Engineer Update (Jon Huseby)  

• Jon shared that the Highway 23 North Gap Project was recently let and came in at $41.75M 

which was well under the Engineers estimate of $48.5M.  This helps the D8 budget as the 

$105M Corridors of Commerce money was for both Gaps including all parts of the process from 

right-of-way to wetlands to design and construction. 

• Congress passed the IIJA Federal Bill (Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act) which is exciting, 

but MnDOT is still working through it to determine what it all means.  The Transportation 

Alliance is holding an IIJA Outreach Effort on December 16th.  Once Congress appropriates the 

funds then the Mn State Legislature gives MnDOT the authority to spend the funds.  As they are 

federal dollars there will be a 20% match requirement of the State and Locals receiving the 

funds.  

• MnDOT is struggling as other employers are to get qualified candidates for open job postings.  If 

anyone knows of licensed engineers looking for a career, please send them to MnDOT. 

• The CDL certification and Federal requirement changes are starting February of 2022, it will be a 

more complex process and certified training space is needed.  Licensed qualified truck drivers 

may also be harder to find.   

• The MnDOT 2021 Construction Season has wrapped up and we were able to beat the snow.   

• Jon explained that with COVID still a concern, there is a contingency plan with snowplow drivers 

to make sure the roads stay clear should a whole truck station be out with the virus. 



• Finally, Jon shared that MnDOT can still have public engagement, there are some restrictions, 

but we can meet in person when warranted.  

Corridors of Commerce Program (Patrick Weidemann) 

• Patrick Weidemann gave a presentation on the history of the Corridors of Commerce Program 

(see PowerPoint presentation linked on website) and how it could be improved upon and 

changed.  He then opened it up for comments from the ATP and Area Legislatures.  The 

comments were as follows: 

 

o Bob asked to clarify which routes are eligible as Interregional Corridors?  Patrick 

explained that TH 23, TH 212, and a portion of TH 22 are designated interregional 

corridors and would be eligible for Corridors of Commerce funding. 

o Rosemary inquired about the timeline for scoping etc.  Patrick responded that it all 

depends on how long this takes to be reviewed and acted upon by the Legislature.  The 

flexibility of the process would be determined individually by each ATP. 

o Gary Johnson stated he felt Outstate Minnesota didn’t get treated fairly in the past in 

the Corridors of Commerce process and thinks this will be a more fair and equitable 

process.  He likes the idea of the ATP doing the work, as they approve projects in the 

STIP/CHIP, and it goes smoothly. 

o Jon said he appreciates the work Patrick put into this.  He likes the small project 

category also. 

o Representative Paul Torkelson thanked Patrick for his efforts.  He emphasized the 

project readiness factor and what that means and how it could be measured.  He’s 

interested to see what the Legislatures input is on this process.  He likes the idea of 

getting the ATP to narrow the projects down to a reasonable amount to review.     

Round Robin (All) 

• Doug Krueger thanked everyone for the work in Glencoe, the county’s Morningside roundabout 

is complete.   

• Jon Huseby thanked Representative Torkelson for attending and for his leadership over the 

years in transportation. 

• Tiffany gave a quick transit update that they have hosted vaccination clinics and shuttled food as 

needed during the pandemic and will continue to help out as needed. 

• Representative Torkelson explained that they are still dissecting the new bill and not sure how 

to best utilize those Federal Funds yet.  They are looking forward to the opportunity but still 

worried about strings attached to those federal dollars.  All sectors seem to be looking for 

qualified workers.  He said he is concerned about the job market causing inflation.  Transit will 

continue to be a hot topic this legislative session. 



Next meeting will be March 4, 2022.  A calendar appointment will be sent out and the meeting will be 

held via the Microsoft Teams Platform. 

Adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 


